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Liberty School News is edited by Michael and Toni Meier and is published by German 

Settlement History, Inc., an organization dedicated to the preservation and development of 

historic artifacts in the Town of Spirit, Southeast Price County, including “Our Yesterday 

House” built in 1885, Liberty School, built in 1919 and “The Machine Shed” housing logging 

and farming tools and equipment from 1880 to 1950. You may contact us at N894 S. German 

Settlement Road, Ogema, WI  54459. (715)564-3299 or gshinc@centurylink.net . Check out our 

web site at www.germansettlementhistory.org GSHI is a 501(c)3 not-for-profit tax exempt 

organization. You are welcome to visit us at any time, but call ahead to make sure we 

are home to show you around.     

We Still 

 
Don’t Know 

By Michael Meier 

We still don’t know who carved the cross in this rock or when it 

was carved or for what purpose. The cross is 9 inches on the long 

axis while the shorter axis measures 6 inches.  (More next page) 
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The carving is about a half inch wide and 3/16 inches deep. The rock appears to be a piece of 

glacial granite. It is approximately 16 inches long and is of a somewhat triangular shape with 

the top (where the cross is carved) measuring about 10 by 8 inches. It was mounted in a block of 

wood a few years ago by Marvin Meier. 

 

The rock with the cross carved on it was found in 1917 on the Albert Meier homestead by Roy 

Meier (age 15) and Carl Meier (age 10) while they were picking stones. The place where it was 

found is about a half mile SE of Liberty School. The Meier family has protected and preserved 

the rock since it was found. 

 

The Meiers were the first settlers on this piece of property. The only Euro-Americans who  

preceded them in the area were the pine loggers. 

 

So, who carved the cross and why? Pine loggers would not have had the resources or time or 

inclination to carve a cross in a rock. We know it is not an item used in the surveying of 

Wisconsin. Surveyors did not carve crosses in rocks and the rock was not found near any 

significant survey line. 

 

Could it have been a grave marker for an important person? Consider this Wikipedia entry: 

 
“René Menard (2 March 1605 in Paris - August 1661) was a French Jesuit missionary explorer who traveled 

to Canada in 1641, learned the language of the Wyandot, and was soon in charge of many of the satellite 

missions around Sainte-Marie among the Hurons. Menard also worked with the Iroquois, and was said to speak 

six Indian dialects.  He survived the continuous attacks from the Iroquois on the Huron. 

 

“In 1660, Menard was sent west from Montreal with a trading party of Ottawa and the fur traders Radisson and 

Groseillers, heading for what is now northern Wisconsin, aiming to establish a mission among the Ottawa. The 

55-year-old Menard didn't expect to return. The night before departure he wrote to a friend, "In three or four 

months you may include me in the Momento for the dead, in view of the kind of life led by these peoples, of my 

age, and of my delicate constitution. In spite of that, I have felt such powerful promptings and have seen in this 

affair so little of the purely natural, that I could not doubt if I failed to respond to this opportunity that I should 

experience an endless remorse."  

 

“Leaving Trois-Rivières, Quebec at the end of August, they paddled for six weeks up the St. Lawrence, up 

the Ottawa River, and across Georgian Bay. The party didn't go easy on the frail Father. Separated from the 

French traders and his assistant, he was forced to paddle continuously and carry heavy loads with meager 

rations. When they passed Sault St. Marie into Lake Superior, Father Menard had penetrated further into the 

Great Lakes region than any Western official before. After his party's canoe was destroyed by a falling tree in 

mid-October, Menard wintered with some Ottawas at Keeweenaw Bay near what is now L'Anse, Michigan. He 

sheltered in a hut he made of tree branches and at times he subsisted on fish begged from the Indians and boiled 

moss. Despite the hardships and resistance from many Indians, he baptized and taught the Christian faith.  

 

“In the spring he heard that a band of Hurons in the interior was starving, and he set off to minister to them, 

though he himself had only a bag of sturgeon and some dried meat. He and a fur trader nicknamed L'Esperance 

walked and canoed down into what is believed to be present-day Taylor County in north central Wisconsin. At a 

rapids a day's journey from the Huron village, Menard, now weak with hunger himself, left his partner to carry 

some supplies, and disappeared. Bishop Laval of Quebec wrote of Menard and the fur traders, "Seven 

Frenchmen attached themselves to this Apostle, they to catch beavers, he to gain souls."  

 

There are many sources relating the story of Father Menard, this Wikipedia entry is really a brief summary of 

what is known about his passing. From other sources we have learned that the Huron people whom he was 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paris
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jesuit
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wyandot_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sainte-Marie_among_the_Hurons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iroquois
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iroquois_Wars
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Montreal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odawa_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisconsin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Trois-Rivi%C3%A8res
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Lawrence_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ottawa_River
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Georgian_Bay
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sault_Ste._Marie,_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lake_Superior
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/L%27Anse,_Michigan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fur_trade
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Taylor_County,_Wisconsin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fran%C3%A7ois_de_Laval
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_(Christian)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beaver


going to visit had been chased out of Michigan by the Iroquois and had fled to present-day Wisconsin. They had 

sent messengers asking that a priest be sent to them to provide the sacraments of Marriage, Baptism and Holy 

Communion as it had been several years since they had a priest serving in their midst. We have also learned that 

the Huron people were indeed camped in what is now Taylor County, in fact, they were said to be at the 

headwaters of the Black River (this is a few miles south of the present-day Village of Westboro and about a 

mile north and east of the junction of Highways 13 and 102.) 

 

If one is paddling south on the Wisconsin River intent on getting to the headwaters of the Black River the 

shortest water route is to turn up the Spirit River at present-day Tomahawk, follow the Spirit to Spirit Lake and 

then traverse another seven or eight miles on small lakes and streams. What about the rapids “a day’s journey” 

from the Huron village? Spirit Falls fits that description exactly. (Check all this on your topographic or GPS.) 

 

The rock was found about 4 miles from Spirit Falls on high ground a stone’s throw up from the Spirit River. 

 

Perhaps Father Menard died there by the river. His partner did not find him, but perhaps the Huron did later find 

his body, a little less than a day’s journey away, and carved the memorial stone. 

 

It is my understanding that there are instruments that can, at a molecular level, determine the composition of the 

metal used to carve a cross like this and from that analysis to conjecture when it was carved. Is this true? 

 

 
 

Of course, another possibility is that it is a Viking artifact from an even earlier time! 



 



  



 



  



 



  



   

Traditional Post and Beam Construction in the Barn Next Door 

You can see the axe marks on the hewed beams. 

 
This barn was built in 1913 by Gust Zielke and his family. It is a beautiful example of traditional 

post and beam construction. It is owned by Marvin Meier and his daughter Kristina. I think they 

are planning to put a new roof on it in the near future. Overall, the building is in good shape. 
                                                                                                                                 Page 10 



Letters from France, 1918 

By Michael Meier 
 

After Harold Rhody passed away a few years ago his children began sorting the papers and 

memories left behind in the house. They found four letters that Harold’s mother, Ellen [Meier] 

Rhody, had received from her brother Edward Meier when he was in the army in France during 

World War I. Thanks to Harold’s daughter, Jennifer [Rhody] Sarkkinen, for saving these (and 

several other interesting documents.) They will go in our GSHI Archive. Here is one of them: 

 

Cpl. Edward Meier 

Base Hosp. 27 

APO 733 

AEF 

 

TO: Mrs. Henry Rhody 

 Ogema, Wis. 

 

July 28, 1918, 

 

Dear Sister Ellen, 

 Well I’m going to have a 

surprise party on you, and 

write you a letter. I have all 

kinds of time to write now 

days. 

 I suppose you have read 

the letter I sent home telling 

about getting wounded again. 

So I won’t have to repeat it in 

this letter. 

 Well, you are all busy as 

can be, now days, I know. 

Haying, working in the garden, 

picking berries, and keeping 

your eyes on your boys. I bet 

Carlie can help do a lot of work 

now. 

 How is Eddie? Has he 

started to grow any yet? 

 I suppose Henry has 

made quite a farm by this time. 

How was the hay crop this 

year? 

 I imagine you must have 

a lot of new vegetables by this 

time. 

 I’d like to have some nice 

green pea soup, some that have 

just been picked in the garden.  



 Are those people still living in the woods back of your place, I can’t think of their names 

now. 

 Does Carlie practice on the organ? 

 I wonder does he learn music easy? 

 Well Ellie I suppose you have your cellar almost filled up with canned goods. Were there a 

lot of raspberries this season? 

 How about blue berries. Did you get many of them. You want to be sure and save some 

strawberries and blueberries for my when I come marching home next winter. Ha. 

 I wish I knew that to be true. But thats almost to much of a good thing. 

 But then we can’t always tell, you know. 

 I don’t believe this will go on much longer. I make myself think so anyway, even if I do get 

badly disappointed. 

 Well, I will have to close now. My arm still bothers me a little to write much. I doubt if you 

can read all this anyway. 

 I have to write laying back. 

 Well don’t worry about me now. I will be all right again before very long. I sure have a fine 

place to get well here. 

 They sure do everything that can be done to make us comfortable in these Hosp. 

 All I have to do is eat, sleep and read. 

 Hope this finds you all well. 

 Love from Edward Meier (The letter was given an “OK” by censor 2nd Lt. Jacobs) 

 

A second letter from “Cpl. Edward Meier, Co. L 28th US Inf. AEF” was written to his 

sister on September 9, 1918. By the way, Ellen was born 9/30/1890 and Edward was 

born 8/18/1896. So at this point she is 27/28 years old and he is 22 years old. 

 

 Dear Sister, 

 I received your letter a few days ago, the one you wrote in June after hearing that I was 

wounded. 

 That was a long time for a letter to reach me, but I was moving around so much that it 

took a long time for the letter to catch me. 

 Was glad to hear that you are all well and getting along fine. I wrote a letter to Gertrude 

[a younger sister of Ellen and Edward] a few days ago. 

 Did she get it all ready? Well, it will soon be winter again I guess it must be getting real 

frosty at night up in that part of the country by this time. 

 You have all your garden truck in now I suppose. Is Henry through with the road work? I 

bet he is getting ready for the woods by this time. 

 Len [brother of Ellen and Edward] is planning on working in the woods again this 

winter. That’s what Nora said in her letter. I suppose they are paying good wages for that kind of 

work now. 

 They must all be very busy at home now with Geo [another brother] gone. I was 

thinking all the time that he was going to stay home and help in the haying, but I suppose it isn’t 

good for him to do heavy work if he has heart trouble. That will be a good job for him at the store, 

if he likes it. 

 I suppose John [another brother] is working like a good fellow. I have been wondering if 

he will have to leave. That would be awful hard on the folks if he did because that’s about all the 

help they have now except Roy [another brother] and he isn’t big enough yet to do much. 

 I suppose Gertrude helped a whole lot in the field work this summer.   Page 12 



 And I know Mamma does more than she should. She used to always work in the hay field 

when more of us boys were at home. So I imagine she works all the harder now. Well, better 

times will come again and before long I think. 

 Well, as for myself, I sure have spent a lazy life this summer. 

 Have done hardly anything to speak of but eat and sleep since May. 

 But I guess I will get a chance to make up for lost time before long. 

 I’m not sure yet if I will get back to the front or not. But you know there is a lot of work to 

be done behind the lines that I could do. 

 How are the boys? Carl, I suppose is going to school regular now. Well, I hope this finds 

you all well. 

 Love to all, Edward (OK from censor, Capt. S.R. Irwin) 

 

A third letter is dated “France, Oct. 11, 1918” 

 

 Dear Sister & Brother, 

 I will get busy this afternoon and write a few lines. I suppose the folks at home got my 

letter, saying, I had been back to my company, but was back in the hospital again on account of 

my old wound getting sore again. 

 It is in pretty good shape now again, and I hope it won’t bother me again. 

 I am feeling better now than I have for a long time. Don’t know how long I will stay here, 

or where I will go when I leave. 

 How is everything at your place this fall? I suppose it must be getting rather chilly up 

there now. The weather has been quite cool here for a few days also. Just a reminder of what is 

coming in a couple of months from now. 

 I suppose Henry is about through with the work in the field, and will soon be hitting the 

tall timber. 

 Have you people got your kitchen finished all right? 

 You surely must have been crowded in the old house with so many big boys. 

 Carlie, I suppose, is going to school every day now. Well, Henry, I suppose you’ll soon try 

your luck at hunting. I should think hunting should be pretty good this fall seeing so many of the 

boys have gone away to hunt other game. Ha. Well, leave a few until next fall whatever you do. I 

intend to be back there by that time myself. Things are looking pretty good now for peace, but of 

course we can’t take to much stock in that.  

 Well I got a nice warm sweater from the Red Cross today and also a Red Cross bag with 

candy, tobacco, chewing gum, soap, tooth brush, and paste and other little articles. They sure 

come in handy. I thank all you Red Cross workers very much for same. We sure appreciate those 

presents very much.  

 I’m just as crazy about finding out what is in my Red Cross bag now as when I was a little 

boy. (I’m not much more now) and was anxious to see what Santa Clause brought. 

 The sweater sure is a dandy, all wool. That will sure help keep me warm if I am in the 

trenches this winter or wherever I am. 

 Well I will close now. Hope this finds you all well and enjoying yourselves now that peace 

will be declared by that time.  

 Love to all, Edward (OK from censor Capt. K.T. Riddell) 

 

A fourth letter is dated “Waldhausen, Germany, April 15, 1919” 

 Dear Sister, 

 Just a few lines today to let you know that I am still alive and kicking. I am taking life 

quite easy now days.           Page 13 



 I am shooting on the range now getting into shape for a big competition that will be held 

in France the first part of May. 

 It will be a competition between the different US divisions still over here and also between 

the Allied countries.  

 One man was picked out of each company and I have the honor of representing old L 

Company. Ha. I made Expert Rifleman this year so after a few weeks of training watch me break 

the world’s record. Ha. Ha. The weather has been very nasty here lately. Raining most all the 

time. I bet you are all glad that spring is here again so that the children can go out and play. 

 I suppose you will soon start work in the garden and field. 

 Well, I’m not sure yet how long it will be before I can come home but I don’t think it will be 

many months. 

 Hope this finds you all well as I am. 

 Love to all, Edward 

 

[Edward was wounded three times and in addition to the Purple Heart he was 

awarded the Silver Star. His father, Albert C. Meier, died after an extended bout with 

cancer in June, 1919 before Edward returned from France.] 
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Recently, 

Raymond Borg 

gave us some old 

magazines 

including several 

copies of 

“Liberty” 

magazine. 

 

We thought it 

appropriate to 

have “Liberty” 

magazines in our 

Liberty School 

archive.  

 

The cover here 

has been reduced 

in size to fit on 

this page. 

Actually, it is a 

little more than a 

full 8.5 x 11 

inches. 

 

Liberty was a 

weekly general 

interest 

magazine with 

some serious 

essays and 

articles and lots 

of stories and 

melodramas. It 

was published 

from 1924 to 

1950 with a later 

revival in the 

1970’s. 

 

This issue contains 56 pages and was published for September 30, 1933.  

 

The blue “NRA Eagle” in the upper corner references the National Recovery Administration, an 

effort to deal positively with the terrible effects of the Great Depression.  

 

All companies that accepted President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Re-employment Agreement or a 

special Code of Fair Competition were permitted to display a poster showing the Blue Eagle 

together with the announcement, "NRA Member. We Do Our Part." Consumers were exhorted to 

buy products and services only from companies displaying the Blue Eagle banner.   Page 15 
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The “Iron Bridge” on the Spirit River 
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The Night the Cat and Snow Plow Fell Through the Bridge 
By Michael Meier 

 
Ed Scheller brought us some pictures that his mother had saved from the January, 1950 accident 

when the Town Cat 

and Snow Plow fell 

through the bridge 

across the Spirit 

River on what is 

now called Meier 

Road. 

 

Ed wrote, “The 

town usually put 

poles under the 

bridge in winter to 

help support the 

weight of the Snow 

Plow & Cat, but 

this year the Road 

Boss didn’t think it 

was necessary to do 

that.” 

 

 

 

“The Cat 

was a 

1937, 

bought 

new, RD7 

with a 

Wausau 

Snow Plow 

System 

with a 

wing on 

each side. 

It had a 

wooden 

cab for 

winter. It 

required 

two men to 

operate it—one to operate the Cat and the other to operate the wings. Wooden blocks were bolted 

to the tracks to go on blacktop roads.” 
              Page 17



    
 

    
 

    
Several men in the community had experience running the Cat and manning the Snow Plow. 

The Cat moved slowly and didn’t throw the snow aside, but with the wings extended it could 

push the snow up and over the shoulder of the narrow dirt roads. Ed Andreae was at the helm 

that January night. I do remember that we got the news in the morning that we could not go to 

school by our normal route. We lived down at the end of Meier road about a mile and a quarter 

from the old “Iron Bridge” as we called it. So, we had to go the long way around “the block,” 

taking what is now called Wildwood to what is now called German Settlement Road and on up to 

Liberty School. How did they get the Cat out of its predicament? They asked Max Scheller, a 

man with a cool head and steady hands, to walk it out of the river and up to high ground. He did 

it and the Cat was none the worse for wear. But, it took several months before the bridge was 

replaced. Folks who lived here in 1950: do you remember this event?     
                                     Page 18 



 
The Spirit River (perhaps 1930’s) 

“Alders had not grown in because log drives kept the stream open until 1914. Large holes would 

be gouged out which were deep enough to swim and dive. Suckers could be caught in holes when 

they were running in April” 

 

The photo above is inscribed by the same hand as the photo of the (intact) “Iron Bridge.” (page 

16) Not sure where these two photos came from. We work diligently to record the source and 

donor of documents and items, but we don’t always 

succeed.  

 

Here, to the left, is an item we received recently from 

Philip Scheller. It is an early 20th century “Roller 

Mill” for use on the farm. It would have 

crushed/ground grain for cattle feed. 

 

When folks give us something we write up a “Deed of 

Gift” as an acknowledgement. Everything we have is 

being accessioned by Karen Baumgartner and Luann 

Lind. 

 

One thing we would like to have: A World War II 

army helmet. In our military display, we have a 

World War I helmet, but we would also like to have an World War II helmet.     Page 19 



 

              

          
Thanks to Jennifer Sarkkinen for sending these Liberty School Christmas Greetings from 1959 
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Stories from Stone Lake 

By 

Herb Magnuson 

 
“This plate is over 100 years old and I’ve had it for 75.”
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“The reason these plates survived is that Pa nailed each one with a big 

roofing nail to a log wall in the old barn.” 
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The “Ladies Aid” from Zion Lutheran, “The Church Across the Road”  

What Year? Maybe 1924? 

 

(left to right) Tillie Andreae, Selma Scheller, Clara Hoffman, Florence Andreae?, 

Mrs. Schliep, Mrs. Kutchedorf, Mrs. Zielke, Millie Andreae, Emma Semrow, Leah 

Marheine, Emma Meier, Mrs. Oberli, Alice Andreae (holding baby), Kurt & Alfred 

Kutchedorf 

 



 
 

This photo was 

taken at Dr. 

MacKinnon 

Day in Prentice 

in November of 

1945. These are 

some of the 

3000 babies he 

delivered in his 

more than 30-

year career. 

 

You see him 

wearing a hat 

and standing a 

little bit left of 

center 

 

This photo was 

supplied by 

Beryl [Lofquist] 

Nyberg who 

was nine years 

old when it was 

taken. She is 

the little blonde 

girl standing in 

front of a 

woman dressed 

in white about 

half way 

between Doc 

and the left 

border of the 

photo.  

 

 

Here are some more Dr. MacKinnon babies to add to the list of babies names in 

previous issues of this newsletter: Sidney Bryant & Eldora Joan Bryant (Dallaire), Therese 

Marie Rhody, Mary Ellen Rhody, Annette Rhody, Catherine Rhody, Carla Rhody, Dianne Rhody. 

                    



2015 Dates to Note! 

 
German Settlement History, Inc. Annual Meeting, Sunday, 

January 18, 2015, 12:30 potluck lunch followed by the meeting. 

All are welcome to attend and listen as the Board of Directors 

makes plans for the year ahead. Your input will be valuable for 

the Board. Bring your ideas and come! 

 

Annual Barn Dance, Sunday, May 24, 7:00 p.m. 

 

Friends of German Settlement History Picnic,  

Saturday, July 25, 2015 

All are Welcome! 

 
A Note to Our Readers: 

 In every issue we include our annual membership form. It may be that you 

have already signed up for the year so please don’t be offended that we included 

the form in your copy of LSN, we include the form in every copy. 

 

 Please also note that you don’t have to be a member or contribute to stay on 

our mailing list. We are glad to have you as our friend and we appreciate your 

encouragement. 

 

 Our next issue should appear in May, 2015. 

 

 If you would like to receive LSN electronically just let us know at 

gshinc@centurylink.net 

 
 

mailto:gshinc@centurylink.net


 
 



 


