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Don’t Know ...

By Michael Meier MCICI.(I'nnon
We still don’t know who carved the cross in this rock or when it Again!
was carved or for what purpose. The cross is 9 inches on the long Page 25— 2015
axis while the shorter axis measures 6 inches. (More next page) | Datesto Note!
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The carving is about a half inch wide and 3/16 inches deep. The rock appears to be a piece of
glacial granite. It is approximately 16 inches long and is of a somewhat triangular shape with
the top (where the cross is carved) measuring about 10 by 8 inches. It was mounted in a block of
wood a few years ago by Marvin Meier.

The rock with the cross carved on it was found in 1917 on the Albert Meier homestead by Roy
Meier (age 15) and Carl Meier (age 10) while they were picking stones. The place where it was
found is about a half mile SE of Liberty School. The Meier family has protected and preserved
the rock since it was found.

The Meiers were the first settlers on this piece of property. The only Euro-Americans who
preceded them in the area were the pine loggers.

So, who carved the cross and why? Pine loggers would not have had the resources or time or
inclination to carve a cross in a rock. We know it is not an item used in the surveying of
Wisconsin. Surveyors did not carve crosses in rocks and the rock was not found near any
significant survey line.

Could it have been a grave marker for an important person? Consider this Wikipedia entry:

“René Menard (2 March 1605 in Paris - August 1661) was a French Jesuit missionary explorer who traveled
to Canada in 1641, learned the language of the Wyandot, and was soon in charge of many of the satellite
missions around Sainte-Marie among the Hurons. Menard also worked with the Iroquois, and was said to speak
six Indian dialects. He survived the continuous attacks from the Iroquois on the Huron.

“In 1660, Menard was sent west from Montreal with a trading party of Ottawa and the fur traders Radisson and
Groseillers, heading for what is now northern Wisconsin, aiming to establish a mission among the Ottawa. The
55-year-old Menard didn't expect to return. The night before departure he wrote to a friend, "In three or four
months you may include me in the Momento for the dead, in view of the kind of life led by these peoples, of my
age, and of my delicate constitution. In spite of that, I have felt such powerful promptings and have seen in this
affair so little of the purely natural, that I could not doubt if | failed to respond to this opportunity that I should
experience an endless remorse."

“Leaving Trois-Rivieres, Quebec at the end of August, they paddled for six weeks up the St. Lawrence, up

the Ottawa River, and across Georgian Bay. The party didn't go easy on the frail Father. Separated from the
French traders and his assistant, he was forced to paddle continuously and carry heavy loads with meager
rations. When they passed Sault St. Marie into Lake Superior, Father Menard had penetrated further into the
Great Lakes region than any Western official before. After his party's canoe was destroyed by a falling tree in
mid-October, Menard wintered with some Ottawas at Keeweenaw Bay near what is now L'Anse, Michigan. He
sheltered in a hut he made of tree branches and at times he subsisted on fish begged from the Indians and boiled
moss. Despite the hardships and resistance from many Indians, he baptized and taught the Christian faith.

“In the spring he heard that a band of Hurons in the interior was starving, and he set off to minister to them,
though he himself had only a bag of sturgeon and some dried meat. He and a fur trader nicknamed L'Esperance
walked and canoed down into what is believed to be present-day Taylor County in north central Wisconsin. At a
rapids a day's journey from the Huron village, Menard, now weak with hunger himself, left his partner to carry
some supplies, and disappeared. Bishop Laval of Quebec wrote of Menard and the fur traders, "Seven
Frenchmen attached themselves to this Apostle, they to catch beavers, he to gain souls.”

There are many sources relating the story of Father Menard, this Wikipedia entry is really a brief summary of
what is known about his passing. From other sources we have learned that the Huron people whom he was
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going to visit had been chased out of Michigan by the Iroquois and had fled to present-day Wisconsin. They had
sent messengers asking that a priest be sent to them to provide the sacraments of Marriage, Baptism and Holy
Communion as it had been several years since they had a priest serving in their midst. We have also learned that
the Huron people were indeed camped in what is now Taylor County, in fact, they were said to be at the
headwaters of the Black River (this is a few miles south of the present-day Village of Westboro and about a
mile north and east of the junction of Highways 13 and 102.)

If one is paddling south on the Wisconsin River intent on getting to the headwaters of the Black River the
shortest water route is to turn up the Spirit River at present-day Tomahawk, follow the Spirit to Spirit Lake and
then traverse another seven or eight miles on small lakes and streams. What about the rapids “a day’s journey”
from the Huron village? Spirit Falls fits that description exactly. (Check all this on your topographic or GPS.)

The rock was found about 4 miles from Spirit Falls on high ground a stone’s throw up from the Spirit River.

Perhaps Father Menard died there by the river. His partner did not find him, but perhaps the Huron did later find
his body, a little less than a day’s journey away, and carved the memorial stone.

It is my understanding that there are instruments that can, at a molecular level, determine the composition of the
metal used to carve a cross like this and from that analysis to conjecture when it was carved. Is this true?

*

Of course, another possibility is that it is a Viking artifact from an even earlier time!



' . B
Memories o The Chureh. on Hhe Comar

Zions lptheonam Church . 44 was (stipg &)
A W wWhili Country Chunch Mgt aoreas)
drom Liberty Schoof , The one-room Coundry
kaakmaﬁcﬁw allnded. - <#U o
ocatnd vnthe Smadl townakgs of SPAT Wi

D was bagphized thore a4 am Onfont, with
V\M‘&UACLLCAH—‘.&, Guandt=Vera. binol Lecng my Sponcors.
m?wwwmmmm hecald wos
Mo Wl .

That Wikl chureh. provided. fov a ot of my
Sotiad Lo Growing up, as well Ga ;
me Some wnpotant” Spordrual trudhs , duch ar The Tan Commandnante, ww)b"‘ﬁmwaﬂ,
mo:ﬂ:o%w 'h’ieo\{'oﬂu'»&.&a wr those. dasys .

J rmembor The auwkumn Missions Fadivall Yo TR Versy Larly Yaoks - ( Special
S}om.kmu)owl_ic_omo. 4 we would hawe a delicasine ot Lick duner . dnthe

' wwuldbwg,popé;@vumconuémm&daécumu.d&ﬁmw
AL o) s Jid Kids Coming o Dad {pr coing o by traake . Soma of the nrighpor
WWW,"&@—MjuAf Keep comerg , dorit They Roy 7"
éwwmmww.(ﬁe Rad o Riv ight dlue crosaslocks That  froed
wmuwm—mw‘wmd&—Jm%gvubolcaL.SocDaf.)-J
WWW@‘W%#SPW&W%.

Varation Bible Schoot was another Luciting event which the file chunch
;pomoupl- %awwwmmw,w&_wumm%mhﬁ/wﬂm
@ up -t The Cotoman 1O Leann BibLe smmé,VM.éicwmuguﬁdnaq&-
e gear, otdir brothors , Doovel & Duone, Got to budd reallet neat wooden
Ouetins ;-3 was oo Uoung - ~

w&cmows%ww_uwwé,wwmmwm
Lumehen turside WMquw.-\lprHuuAa Nememlser ﬁ;w-msw
't tongma samdwithes Sometimes. Thuat wme — Noeme evec Hrizd 4o trade
Rumthss with ua ! CSW%,M worensr hal] Sad , ¢ my Meom mever &t
ANYTHING &0 +o ol & S hwas included Some eumd. of Hreat fov i)
e WWW"'D fﬂwawi’f'f\o-w;,éwwar hocean & That waens vy speesal, .

) o the win flome, We werdd take swetrme, & pick & gax
Strowbsowses we downd along The Hoamon SOlemont Road as we ficked .

The yeax 4 Ua &, 1953, ) had & momorable Moment™ whils hibwig
'F\mfmwv-B.s. Ot waa ¥, bm«wmmwwm
Foad fuotbaning thain Keade ofty ) Donna, vyou gt o adatin | b hemembor
mef%mwﬂmjwm‘gmw%)ui




e dialen ! Ffind£7-<b/8olw¢uﬁ»¥“ &,&&&M ﬁ’-bW/J—wMML@
dlatid o fase & WHI ditin named Ddane « (GnoThas 54 fhsthec, Dase,
wha o G Yyeak lalin .)

was ym%mmfmm%@iumém/?ﬁa Kajred ¢ Quanc
wixe alswed. Co Lokt sax one bicgetn T Bible Schoot. Tfan wartwiih Lowd up
the kot d prat ue & Aelued at VBS, 4o whe wonkd atep oo 4 Lt me wide wirk
Aon on Ror dike . Lnol Qared ool ¢ Stare woutd rdi with fam . Weld,
+Hut dae F/Lp,ﬂ% fur , UNTIL The day Thea o LQuwned dlecided 7; face on
The way Trme — Jom 1a Lip of Dberdid Rill — copich waa smuch dlispor
%ﬂmﬂmw el kace , They did !

Thea 4 J wern praeti g ! %haz;,, et ploued. dewr thoy

WL ddot frsr my roTiura. A 4t  Lovhed pack zgp the Hill & Thos
M@i‘ Ziu{ waa rwanly Brocksd sal, < Thenk « Jhoa v
Prying 10 walk . S was alos Gellrg ablic from The ditch (sn

TUN Fbrslhtsechis) ) g 10 Wi dore of Fhe bdsod & ambedlcled reck.
Mo Lok sper. Chiaring Keme 4p & bardapicy Ris wovrda . Mt Gook a
While « H s att as /fq&&mwm,/ﬂ(m
Looked at Damel, & noticed %ie cwhote arm gcbspud & bloedeing .(Me
Bidl 3ot daid o pupi ) SHhe Thets 2 0BhBd i o Adpasieig Ko s

J/sz/nt,(,?agfo{ﬂwm%m émkwwmﬁuwa%,
Alowu,;twunfwgw WWM#QWW-JM
Fulprd M 2L afficnsrn 2hTh Yhe babiss ¢ AovanwrR 4 eoer abohd aivdnoc.

Thi Cheeh. /e 1he coonin & abap chire J allinded sy fout
W - That was, o{@w,h@t.%ﬁfss}mwww
MW.JWW Keversrd 9 & here neading wra
Arod votin Lo 1 Cor- S 0 55-57 — “Ohdeath ), cohoe 2 i1y ?
Cl/tywe,wm&:@t/t' T Thankes de L Mrdl, coho geirts ua
Yhe Vickrey rhheash sect Afd wu;;wéf“/;,d

o : Wictory) THet dlay - LIl & year-std
%wumMW@%MA. g

%M%WWL/dWMMW- J dont
brow y Aehotl Rido vlors surt for hocova, bet D At oart
Stund on the Proverd ¢ coadch The dpel prople el .
Hwﬁﬁ?wwum%m. j‘&

TRAL | et Continued s o e LilTle chireh 4 eoOsone

MMWWV%M‘QM. Norre ALd it frow focw Lo drive,



@&
4o us blds apnttnend q)amm'?muffa MW 2aeh wieek . )y Yhe
Wl , wWe Zooh o punmer Alode’ Gnde Crutde ol atl The woy To The Chunch,
o we Yg i Clembed, Bty Heel . @u&fpﬂ@y_da#,wbauwa,&ww
W&'wémﬁmjwﬂm%w, e ConZenued T
waldk mw z{(/i&#‘a/ d""f(/&."w”” W/ efe .
: “ alao cohtin I allinded my fewat coedduig .
St st have beon 19556 o2 57 7 d/,.#wﬁxf, 27 om WMM/W
76T vp b & ,MWW%WWW&’MW
But, < w0 winrlid % g0 @WQ{MWUMWW!
Und. w0, 7lrm allseotd we 5 pick put o 4 . S Chrtea popcotn poppm
& whapsp ;cmuw%.%mjw T T 7R Chutred ad’
V7Y IV W”/olmé&/.&#w.dw&alowé pet L onThe G4z
+able ¢ 5wWWMW%wﬂ%.d%@w—mW,
Ll Juot benettheld ¢ Lotd my njowm oLl abocts & . (Wlvdyrn Mo Weddins )
KUK | ‘ TR Nept smupt tvent %Mcaoz%d/
Quriin Higher. ot Crmfiemation:
W@Wefﬁt WW(;;M “
4.'Mwmwﬂ47m.;.wm%
The 7th 4 gth f/mdw q/ww%&wgy.
Aboud Givg up my daderdaye, but- i
o ; ;
AT
44 g Chome co I dPprasiq Gl At
R brod Friday | ‘we wpitd hocere
»/V M/if&?mm-%amxayr%
jQSR—RWH%rChn‘si—Nspmsm—'luAds. i g@w Df:;w —‘&)zii) My)
becavr Dennis Breman wag Ldardag night rnept- 7 m/ﬁmm
7%%%7@@@4&5%46%—/{%%&»/ W%»&Zéj«//%‘,
Rbrdy ) Tom Musine , Mpertd Sevenaon, &€ Désric Briman . ) Crspeng, 4
war fuslly gwwsea chout beo Up e k4] borpone, 4 clbeeldnt
Brser T dUL of a. suddin., Dtnnis Borrisio : dead acmy .
He went docwrs utiyy —ZMML@M.AQ AL the foraZ 2lip
goeng p L D altar ¢ MWWMM Fsts rravoeh /
DBonis Swansom. wao ZZLWMMZALM/; ¢ Lo Zhir
P Ched, wmmmg/ﬂwmawwzz 4 %
&QAWMJ?@ Jw%wwqrmxw&m/ e ah A
Ty et drtan o of 2bl Hhirge! S contacinly P Slotedd sy eogia




ay)
W'Z‘WWWW@W %WWWM
fo +hem . AL Mprated ummmwwéﬂ)waw.;
Grtawessd asme Vora
Jhe deet Thsae +wr waq Thal S Ad 7T faint lo Dowmis)
6nm,m%%wMﬁmMﬂ&MMﬁdumﬁmJ
&y G wear whlh Fgho Kedo . Unele Carl 4 Guoct Vera casme T cod-
d e 4 W Caer ;fnfom Gacse s 4 Zdhiran
WWLMWMMMM%WMWJ
L Kawve & -
g bevn eonformud ¢ e tready Z toels Jiih achovl, mitand
J ot ng o dflectnt fmew s Sleighnidia, Jiry-
fddes , & dn ARaIRG prrdile Were treeds . Jp dunsp
| Wt Chiiotnas Carnetlry Zoo boputially tinumber
aM%&WW&M%
dn e , e Vo a feaieww. He
Wordd a,w{‘i&cw WW uzxfwdw' Ml Zs
@uwwm%gém,www
d«um;%eww medadfmé/a%zogw
MWW;MMA.&%,MMM
+o et mvLong Lpa) " 2o L apel dnl cirak The Sorg.
JWW@W“‘WW/JJMW
m%amm,;wgww
Luerd, Harer Hanam, Whe WWW@M

o fave 4o uonorits) JALE Cdomr

on w el T . . :

Ken Swanson & Joe Johnson. e “J = D/W Wmm & fus
I got to wear m e AGA o WJ dack. Fhat et Dbveris Boswan

) Co
dresagﬁinlp_\_g_g h heels! 5’( ot 4l . frelimgtvin . =
%de&M.Jmeweﬁad@dof~%wawéC%.
Wwwmagmdu/w\/wwau
Zoo mralive 1o 4t w)| 79prm & The LTl buids ~ 4 2o~ verZiead
brsvtr T The olhu aide The Chuwreh 2Aprs cle 2eepor 44T .
J“Wd‘ywmmf&%fbm.dﬁarJ AdAT (@ ageD)




&)
' Ao big tadt fusband. Carl oming o i The. fells
4me@waéfzi7@4#wewm&éﬂ-?¢/ ﬁmmwr/u&
deokwéﬁmwmwmmaw}—jymwlw.
one 2 5 thhs W i
QU Alardeng MMM W%%WW Mm mmw
uvmﬁ.ﬁ%m,m%mmvmm,}w“fw
we M—vn&g B &)W MMZ’W‘% L, “Ch ,
&W.ZMMW%MW @mm'wm
[regotlin aboul daylight” Suvenga Hme & fhdds to-ser Tade chocks- )
W%a)owﬁtwwmgnw#%hw
e . Jhowe waa The ol £aal Chaesia Dese,
m;wm m;«gaﬁrwwgw&km,
Kido 4 treat page foe sach ehild wi allzuclones -
B e
Hhose. aere Gosd Thoiges for ma s do . Hare cwne)
aged by e Cu Fhat Chureeh o Tha

WL;ZML% Chld -
hotd, cohvrn o gebt roticed & m;jém_
Ahon it wie time G o off G Cotlsge, They.

Wiohed me weld . (nd & wis aluaeys Hebow
el 7 s »52’54”5};;” Blga , doroma b, Vista. , Loracine & oTuare,
* AN .
(un mgd»%mJ made jor d-H ) 1962- Ao alwdeps coedesmed v Roma ¢

ook b tridirsel i cohal b was about .
Than < Got manerd, & was The Spdica did That KuTid. a s e spis
%WWW Hler , 7‘7(1.9(&&;(, TRe dasre. coben coe Fad ot

o

Wi Came & went, § fuot Tat Gecichly, & wae bepuat of 196,

wfguo7xwtu?0;wmma e bille whili Church on The Cotrer. .

Lrsthet " o . Mo waae 4 nn&_@ib Lo MWM

The Yourg widow- & e Yeare ahe dedicalid Z W‘}é’u large famidy.
: o 33 gwmjéwag

Jﬁﬂ#%“o"/&édﬁd@j@l&l@”——% WWMWWKM/




&/
beo ot waohd dahes 1o chens 4 wta g LAl Gl . e B iovgiali
"‘é;’?”m:’/ IIWMQ%M@M@WJ”%%WMme
J Aeard of Fur Camerr o . WW%@@WW,‘W

Ne Lives, J Can Jace fomoreoc.” JA%W/@/WM Avarts) ”Z The pictrry
St wng e apme LT Church prethe cornee . Bnd & wihas H1
Dadi funveal Thow. But This time , iF who dijfeunt. ] the Geana, . fad crme
fo Enow whit J didnt underaland ol age §. DlTh hiadly dseand Fave The final
Sh'n?: 4 Th gwm&fﬁﬂuemw Vz'afﬁy,dhafaw/&ﬂ-/ﬁssm 2.

(jm b Wl 81,«)&4{, uy,gj:uém

(Ut Momi funeral, - Herabarnd. wnq able fo diard cu ftont o mop
Childhood, Church & aharr The it of Gods e That “ Jeswio lo 1hediy  The Gl
¢ tpu Lo, 4 That o wen Comes G ThL FATh | Gueppt Thicough Him " H1~ wae

Qeanre adora 1he whole Kms — TUT iy Saplion | Mot my. Confuimakion,
Tt e , NoL all Warm e iss) o
WA%MM?MMMWWMVWJWM
J Rad Loaered ik dw the LT Chuwech. o The Cotmer . S cao 36—
“%&MS@WT&wM,ﬁ@MWMWW%JWIwM&W
bedewelh duthme , ahsedd 06T Porish, but fave covdioting toe | " FHhata
Promear — Ihat a. Cerdae —Fhal & peact !
meg/mﬂ#kezz@? The gord memmwriso V) fave of Frowes
«z,afw‘v,a.,&w'mda écwcmf:kg 5 ,;!memmm;iﬂzﬁ‘?(;
e &ﬁz,gwwh‘r%émdmzm L. Heaning bode cotd, foeme,
%MWW@&EM o T Corrun . andl
Lol & Uil omeing o Tral i
" celedd , %oe >nads all
and Dlﬂmduw__,[/}ﬂﬁ:u—:a}

yea/wmnt#,

Ihidlin with a g/mz%cé Aeart
Qetsbor ([P, 2004




Traditional Post and Beam Construction in the Barn Next Door
You can see the axe marks on the hewed beams.

Zielke Barn
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This barn was built in 1913 by Gust Zielke and his family. It is a beautiful example of traditional
post and beam construction. It is owned by Marvin Meier and his daughter Kristina. I think they

are planning to put a new roof on it in the near future. Overall, the building is in good shape.
Pagelo



Letters from France, 1918
By Michael Meier

After Harold Rhody passed away a few years ago his children began sorting the papers and
memories left behind in the house. They found four letters that Harold’s mother, Ellen [Meier]
Rhody, had received from her brother Edward Meier when he was in the army in France during
World War I. Thanks to Harold’s daughter, Jennifer [Rhody] Sarkkinen, for saving these (and
several other interesting documents.) They will go in our GSHI Archive. Here is one of them:

Cpl. Edward Meier
Base Hosp. 27
APO 733

AEF

TO: Mrs. Henry Rhody
Ogema, Wis.

- July 28, 1918,

Dear Sister Ellen,

Well I'm going to have a
surprise party on you, and
write you a letter. I have all
kinds of time to write now
days.

I suppose you have read
the letter I sent home telling
about getting wounded again.

. So I won’t have to repeat it in
this letter.

Well, you are all busy as
can be, now days, I know.
Haying, working in the garden,
picking berries, and keeping
your eyes on your boys. I bet
Carlie can help do a lot of work
now.

How is Eddie? Has he
started to grow any yet?

I suppose Henry has
made quite a farm by this time.
How was the hay crop this
year?

I imagine you must have
a lot of new vegetables by this
time.

I’d like to have some nice
green pea soup, some that have
just been picked in the garden.




Are those people still living in the woods back of your place, I can’t think of their names
now.

Does Carlie practice on the organ?

I wonder does he learn music easy?

Well Ellie I suppose you have your cellar almost filled up with canned goods. Were there a
lot of raspberries this season?

How about blue berries. Did you get many of them. You want to be sure and save some
strawberries and blueberries for my when I come marching home next winter. Ha.

I wish I knew that to be true. But thats almost to much of a good thing.

But then we can’t always tell, you know.

I don’t believe this will go on much longer. I make myself think so anyway, even if I do get
badly disappointed.

Well, I will have to close now. My arm still bothers me a little to write much. I doubt if you
can read all this anyway.

I have to write laying back.

Well don’t worry about me now. I will be all right again before very long. I sure have a fine
place to get well here.

They sure do everything that can be done to make us comfortable in these Hosp.

All T have to do is eat, sleep and read.

Hope this finds you all well.

Love from Edward Meier (The letter was given an “OK” by censor 2nd Lit. Jacobs)

A second letter from “Cpl. Edward Meier, Co. L 28th US Inf. AEF” was written to his
sister on September 9, 1918. By the way, Ellen was born 9/30/1890 and Edward was
born 8/18/1896. So at this point she is 27/28 years old and he is 22 years old.

Dear Sister,

I received your letter a few days ago, the one you wrote in June after hearing that I was
wounded.

That was a long time for a letter to reach me, but I was moving around so much that it
took a long time for the letter to catch me.

Was glad to hear that you are all well and getting along fine. I wrote a letter to Gertrude
[a younger sister of Ellen and Edward] a few days ago.

Did she get it all ready? Well, it will soon be winter again I guess it must be getting real
frosty at night up in that part of the country by this time.

You have all your garden truck in now I suppose. Is Henry through with the road work? I
bet he is getting ready for the woods by this time.

Len [brother of Ellen and Edward] is planning on working in the woods again this
winter. That’s what Nora said in her letter. I suppose they are paying good wages for that kind of
work now.

They must all be very busy at home now with Geo [another brother] gone. I was
thinking all the time that he was going to stay home and help in the haying, but I suppose it isn’t
good for him to do heavy work if he has heart trouble. That will be a good job for him at the store,
if he likes it.

I suppose John [another brother] is working like a good fellow. I have been wondering if
he will have to leave. That would be awful hard on the folks if he did because that’s about all the
help they have now except Roy [another brother] and he isn’t big enough yet to do much.

I suppose Gertrude helped a whole lot in the field work this summer. Page12



And I know Mamma does more than she should. She used to always work in the hay field
when more of us boys were at home. So I imagine she works all the harder now. Well, better
times will come again and before long I think.

Well, as for myself, I sure have spent a lazy life this summer.

Have done hardly anything to speak of but eat and sleep since May.

But I guess I will get a chance to make up for lost time before long.

I'm not sure yet if I will get back to the front or not. But you know there is a lot of work to
be done behind the lines that I could do.

How are the boys? Carl, I suppose is going to school regular now. Well, I hope this finds
you all well.

Love to all, Edward (OK from censor, Capt. S.R. Irwin)

A third letter is dated “France, Oct. 11, 1918”

Dear Sister & Brother,

I will get busy this afternoon and write a few lines. I suppose the folks at home got my
letter, saying, I had been back to my company, but was back in the hospital again on account of
my old wound getting sore again.

It is in pretty good shape now again, and I hope it won’t bother me again.

I am feeling better now than I have for a long time. Don’t know how long I will stay here,
or where I will go when I leave.

How is everything at your place this fall? I suppose it must be getting rather chilly up
there now. The weather has been quite cool here for a few days also. Just a reminder of what is
coming in a couple of months from now.

I suppose Henry is about through with the work in the field, and will soon be hitting the
tall timber.

Have you people got your kitchen finished all right?

You surely must have been crowded in the old house with so many big boys.

Carlie, I suppose, is going to school every day now. Well, Henry, I suppose you’ll soon try
your luck at hunting. I should think hunting should be pretty good this fall seeing so many of the
boys have gone away to hunt other game. Ha. Well, leave a few until next fall whatever you do. I
intend to be back there by that time myself. Things are looking pretty good now for peace, but of
course we can’t take to much stock in that.

Well I got a nice warm sweater from the Red Cross today and also a Red Cross bag with
candy, tobacco, chewing gum, soap, tooth brush, and paste and other little articles. They sure
come in handy. I thank all you Red Cross workers very much for same. We sure appreciate those
presents very much.

I'm just as crazy about finding out what is in my Red Cross bag now as when I was a little
boy. (I'm not much more now) and was anxious to see what Santa Clause brought.

The sweater sure is a dandy, all wool. That will sure help keep me warm if I am in the
trenches this winter or wherever I am.

Well I will close now. Hope this finds you all well and enjoying yourselves now that peace
will be declared by that time.

Love to all, Edward (OK from censor Capt. K.T. Riddell)

A fourth letter is dated “Waldhausen, Germany, April 15, 1919”

Dear Sister,

Just a few lines today to let you know that I am still alive and kicking. I am taking life
quite easy now days. Page 13



I am shooting on the range now getting into shape for a big competition that will be held
in France the first part of May.

It will be a competition between the different US divisions still over here and also between
the Allied countries.

One man was picked out of each company and I have the honor of representing old L
Company. Ha. I made Expert Rifleman this year so after a few weeks of training watch me break
the world’s record. Ha. Ha. The weather has been very nasty here lately. Raining most all the
time. I bet you are all glad that spring is here again so that the children can go out and play.

I suppose you will soon start work in the garden and field.

Well, I'm not sure yet how long it will be before I can come home but I don’t think it will be
many months.

Hope this finds you all well as I am.

Love to all, Edward

[Edward was wounded three times and in addition to the Purple Heart he was
awarded the Silver Star. His father, Albert C. Meier, died after an extended bout with
cancer in June, 1919 before Edward returned from France.]
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'HE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
TO ALL WHO SIIALL SEE TIHHESE PRESENTS, GREETING:
THIS IS TO CERTIFY THAT
THE PRESIDENT OF THE I TED STATES % D >
AU’I‘H()]HZE;) BY ACT ()l’u:I)l(:;I(l})R?ilS\él.;’U:,)\l' ;},‘\lli;:g(’l\
HAS AWARDED

THE SILVER STAR

TO
SERGEANT EDWARD G. MEIER, UNITED STATES ARMY

IFOR
GALLANTRY IN ACTION
During the Soissons Offensive July 18-23, 1918

GIVEN UNDER MY IIAND IN THE CITY OF WASHINGTON
riuis 17th DAY OF September 19 87
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Page 14



5¢

JE WAY

SEPT. 30,
1:9.3;3

By
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This issue contains 56 pages and was published for September 30, 1933.

Recently,

| Raymond Borg
gave us some old
magazines

-

i
OSPERITY

4

including several
copies of
“Liberty”
magazine.

We thought it
appropriate to
have “Liberty”
magazines in our
Liberty School
archive.

The cover here

{
'~ has been reduced

- 1n size to fit on

this page.
Actually, it is a
little more than a
full 8.5x 11
inches.

Liberty was a
weekly general
interest
magazine with
some serious
essays and
articles and lots

. of stories and

melodramas. It

~ was published

from 1924 to
1950 with a later
revival in the
1970’s.

The blue “NRA Eagle” in the upper corner references the National Recovery Administration, an

effort to deal positively with the terrible effects of the Great Depression.

All companies that accepted President Franklin D. Roosevelt's Re-employment Agreement or a
special Code of Fair Competition were permitted to display a poster showing the Blue Eagle
together with the announcement, "NRA Member. We Do Our Part." Consumers were exhorted to

buy products and services only from companies displaying the Blue Eagle banner.
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The “Iron Bridge” on the Spirit River
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The Night the Cat and Snow Plow Fell Through the Bridge
By Michael Meier

Ed Scheller brought us some pictures that his mother had saved from the January, 1950 accident
when the Town Cat
and Snow Plow fell
through the bridge
across the Spirit
River on what is
now called Meier
Road.

Ed wrote, “The
town usually put
poles under the
bridge in winter to
help support the
weight of the Snow
Plow & Cat, but
this year the Road
Boss didn’t think it
was necessary to do
that.”

“The Cat
was a
1937,
bought
new, RD7
Wlth a : 1%
Wausau - TR
Snow Plow U A
System ‘ : ‘\
. 48

with a N

f,;“‘
wing on y :
each side. _ » ”
It had a
wooden
cab for
winter. It
required § ! s
two men to | : : S : -~
operate it—one to operate the Cat and the other to operate the wings. Wooden blocks were bolted
to the tracks to go on blacktop roads.”

-

‘¥
.
’?,

h’al
%,
-
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Several men in the community had experience running the Cat and manning the Snow Plow.
The Cat moved slowly and didn’t throw the snow aside, but with the wings extended it could
push the snow up and over the shoulder of the narrow dirt roads. Ed Andreae was at the helm
that January night. I do remember that we got the news in the morning that we could not go to
school by our normal route. We lived down at the end of Meier road about a mile and a quarter
from the old “Iron Bridge” as we called it. So, we had to go the long way around “the block,”
taking what is now called Wildwood to what is now called German Settlement Road and on up to
Liberty School. How did they get the Cat out of its predicament? They asked Max Scheller, a
man with a cool head and steady hands, to walk it out of the river and up to high ground. He did
it and the Cat was none the worse for wear. But, it took several months before the bridge was

replaced. Folks who lived here in 1950: do you remember this event?
Pagelg



The Spirit River (perhaps 1930’s)

“Alders had not grown in because log drives kept the stream open until 1914. Large holes would
be gouged out which were deep enough to swim and dive. Suckers could be caught in holes when
they were running in April”

The photo above is inscribed by the same hand as the photo of the (intact) “Iron Bridge.” (page
16) Not sure Where these two photos came from. We work diligently to record the source and

: donor of documents and items, but we don’t always
succeed.

Here, to the left, is an item we received recently from
Philip Scheller. It is an early 20th century “Roller
Mill” for use on the farm. It would have
crushed/ground grain for cattle feed.

Gift” as an acknowledgement. Everything we have is

being accessioned by Karen Baumgartner and Luann
Lind.

One thing we would like to have: A World War 11
army helmet. In our military display, we have a
World War I helmet but we Would also like to have an World War II helmet. Page 10
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Thanks to Jennifer Sarkkinen for sending these Liberty School Christmas Greetings from 1959
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Stories from Stone Lake
By
Herb Magnuson

“This plate is over 100 years old and I’ve had it for 75.”

Years and years ago one of my Pa’s old hired men gave me a Wisconsin car license plate.
He said that it was on the car that the famous lumberman, William Bradley drove. Bradley was
the founder of Tomahawk.

| found a publication on license plates in the Brown County Library in Green Bay. It
states that there were 40,766 licenses issued in 1913. It was a flat, metal plate with zinc
numbers riveted on it and the cost was $5.00. That was the first year that a certificate of
registration was included.

The 1916, ‘17 and ‘18 plates were on my father’s Model T. In 1916 there were 124,603
licenses issued. By 1918 the number jumped to over 200,000. In 1917 the fee jumped to
$10.00 and in 1916 was the first year that the embossed number was used. In 1916 the
Waupun Prison purchased the equipment to begin the manufacturing of the plates. Before that
the state purchased them from private manufacturers.

The story that was told was that William Bradley drove the first car in this area. He
came down the Old Road which is now Forest Drive past the Danielson farm, past our place to
go out to the Peterson farm. He went to see a young fellow , Ole Peterson there who later
would become an important fellow in the lumber business. The Old Road or now, Forest Drive
was the main way here and it went down to the Spirit River crossing. When Highway C and 102
were built after World War 1 that all changed.

Our family got the first Model T in 1916 for $700. It was a good year for the ginseng
crop. Inthose years ginseng grew as big as carrots. in the fall buyers would come along and
pay cash for the crop. Pa, Grandpa and Grandma drove the buckboard wagon to Ogema, paid

$700 and came home with a car. Pa always saved the license plates which are the ones I’'m

proudest of.
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“The reason these plates survived is that Pa nailed each one with a big
roofing nail to a log wall in the old barn.”

Gasoline for the first cars here was sold in Rib Lake by the Livery Stable fellow. He drove
a wagon out to our place and sold us a 55 gallon barrel with a faucet on it. He would come back
once a year to fill it up. All the first car was used for was to go to church on Sunday, go into
town every two weeks and for an occasional birthday party.

Pa always saved the license plates every year and | keep it up. Collecting plates became
more complicated in 1942. The corners were rounded and that extra material was turned in for
the war effort. Boy Scouts were encouraged to collect plates and turn them in for the war
effort. Filling Stations had barrels to collect old plates for the war effort. Soon windshield
stickers were issued to save metal and a little metal tag was issued to place on the old plate
each year.

1947 was the first year registrations went over one million. By 1960 scotchlite sticker
replaced the metal tag. By 1967 registrations went to over 2 million and the renewal sticker
was delegated to the bottom right hand corner. Here is where the fun went out of collecting.
These plates were used for 7 years.

One sharp eyed lawman pulled me over and said the sticker was supposed to be in the
bottom corner. 1told him | was a collector of license plates and was trying to keep the evidence
of each year. He let me go but insisted | should mend my ways and put the sticer always on the
bottom right corner.
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By 1979 the first personalized plates were issued. In 1986 we all got a chance to vote
for a white graphic plate which is used today. By 1991 the registration went from $25 to $40
and passed the 4 million mark.

There was in the Town of Spirit one other fellow with a nice collection of plates, Ray
Nelson. Ray was missing a 1936 plate. When he was battling cancer | gave him the 1936 plate.
The place to look for a replacement for old stuff like that is the Old Car Show in lola, Wisconsin.
There are hundreds of vendors there. This year an old car enthusiastic, Joe Berger found me
one. lItisin mint condition and cost just $5.00.

Today there are over 5 million cars in Wisconsin and the cost of the license plates is
$75.00.

The “Ladies Aid” from Zion Lutheran, “The Church Across the Road”
What Year? Maybe 19247

(left to right) Tillie Andreae, Selma Scheller, Clara Hoffman, Florence Andreae?,
Mrs. Schliep, Mrs. Kutchedorf, Mrs. Zielke, Millie Andreae, Emma Semrow, Leah
Marheine, Emma Meier, Mrs. Oberli, Alice Andreae (holding baby), Kurt & Alfred
Kutchedorf
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This photo was
taken at Dr.
MacKinnon
Day in Prentice
in November of
1945. These are
some of the
3000 babies he
delivered 1n his
more than 30-
year career.

You see him
wearing a hat
and standing a
little bit left of
center

This photo was
supplied by
Beryl [Lofquist]
Nyberg who
was nine years
old when 1t was
taken. She is
the little blonde
girl standing in
front of a
woman dressed
1in white about
half way
between Doc
and the left
border of the
photo.

Ll

=

=
=

Here are some more Dr. MacKinnon babies to add to the list of babies names in

previous issues of this newsletter: Sidney Bryant & Eldora Joan Bryant (Dallaire), Therese
Marie Rhody, Mary Ellen Rhody, Annette Rhody, Catherine Rhody, Carla Rhody, Dianne Rhody.



2015 Dates to Note!

German Settlement History, Inc. Annual Meeting, Sunday,
January 18, 2015, 12:30 potluck lunch followed by the meeting.
All are welcome to attend and listen as the Board of Directors
makes plans for the year ahead. Your input will be valuable for
the Board. Bring your ideas and come!

Annual Barn Dance, Sunday, May 24, 7:00 p.m.

Friends of German Settlement History Picnic,
Saturday, July 25, 2015
All are Welcome!

A Note to Our Readers:

In every issue we include our annual membership form. It may be that you
have already signed up for the year so please don’t be offended that we included
the form in your copy of LSN, we include the form in every copy.

Please also note that you don’t have to be a member or contribute to stay on
our mailing list. We are glad to have you as our friend and we appreciate your
encouragement.

Our next issue should appear in May, 2015.

If you would like to receive LSN electronically just let us know at
gshinc@centurylink.net



mailto:gshinc@centurylink.net

German Settlement History, Inc. Membership/Gift Form

You are invited to becomne a member of GSHI. German Settlement History, Inc is a 501 (c) (3) tax
cxempt organization whose mission is 1o protect, conserve and display buildings, artifacts and
documents of historical value for educational purposes. Members are persons who contribute $25.00 or
more at-any time during the year. Membénship continues through the month of January the follgwing
year. As a member of GSHI you will be contributing to our mission, receive the Liberty School News
and will be eligible to vote in person or by absentee ballot at the GSHI January Annual Meeting,

Name

Address

City State Zip

Email

Phone : Date

Amount Membership Year
Catcgories: Please check one

e Swamper (non-member)—$1.00 to $24.00 peryear
The following categorles qualify you as a Member:

*  Sawyer—S$25.00 to $49.00 per year ‘

Teamster—3$50.00 to 99.00 per year
e Woods Boss—$100.00 to $499.00 per year

* Homesteader—$500.00 to $999.00 per year

L]

Settlement Builder—$1000 or more per year

Non membership gift of $
Please make checks payable to GSHI and mail to:

German Settlement History, Inc.

N894 S. German Settlement Road
Ogema, WI 54459

’folcphonc: 715-564-3299
Email: gshinc@centurylink net

Web: germanscttlementhistory.org

Thank You for your generous gift!



Please make check or money order payable to: Getman Setflement Hlistorn Jric. -

Mail your order to:
German Settlement Histcrg, Inc.
N894 German Settlement Road
Ogema, W154459
Name
Address City State Zip
Name of Book Price Each Qty. Total
German Setilement History Pamphlet, $2.00
A Winter's Promise $5.00,
Never Miss a Sunset $5.00
All Things Heal in Time $5.00
Best of Intentions $5.00,
Satin in the Snow $5.00
As Long As | Have You $5.00
Set of 6 books "Pioneer Family Series” $20.00
City-Kid Farmer. $5.00
Growing Up Summer, Not Available
The Saga of Spirit Valley. $7.50
The Saga of Spirit Valley - Part Il $7.50
The Saga of Spirit Valley - Part 1l $7.50
The Saga of Spirit Valley - Part IV $7.50
The Saga of Spirit Valley - Part V $7.50
Set of all 5 "Saga of Spirit Valley" books $35.00
Spirit Falls Logging Boom Town $7.50
The Pleasure of theSorrow $5.00
Merchandise Total>
Shipping - Orders for $10 and under - add $3.50
Orders over $10 - add $7.50 Shipping>
Total Order>

supply of each of these titles. We think

from 1880-1950. You can order them from us or stop by and pick them up. They in

The entire “Never Miss a Sunset” series by Jeanette Gilge
The “Saga of Spirit Valley” series by Carl Rhody

“Spirit Falls Logging Boomtown” by Carl Rhody
“The Pleasure of the Sorrow” by James (Jim) Rhody

clude:

For those of you who have asked, we

are exploring the possibility
beloved novel, “Brant’s Bear.” Drop

2xple _ of reprinting Jim Rhody’s
us a line if you'd like to see this classic reprinted.



